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We are running a race to serve others 
here in Central Appalachia! This verse 
from I Corinthians speaks of our life here 
on earth as a spiritual race — but every 
summer, we are in a very physical race 
against time and money to serve as many 
families as possible before the next winter 
closes in.  

	 This past winter was the coldest, 
snowiest winter in at least a decade here 
in the Appalachian mountains. For 
weeks on end  temperatures never got 
above freezing. The whole country felt 
it, but no one experienced it quite like 
the 62,000 children and families in this 

region who are in substandard homes 
without electricity, indoor plumbing or 
an adequate source of heat. 

	 Our race to serve families in need 
kicks into high gear in just a few weeks. 
By God’s grace, we will have a record 28 
service centers open this summer and 
an additional 1,500 volunteers!! This is 
nearly a 10% increase over last year. 

	 More volunteers, more families to serve, 
lumber prices up by 40% — it all means 
we need more supplies, more materials, 
more resources. Most importantly, we need 
your support!  @ 

Can you help in this summer’s RACE 
TO SERVE?  

It’s a great time to do so while your gift 
can be DOUBLED!
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Transforming Lives

Volunteers for 
Summer Youth Program
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Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in 
such a way that you may obtain it.   — I Corinthians 9: 24

Special $50,000 matching gift for materials STILL AVAILABLE!
Lumber prices have gone up 40% — 

this will have a huge effect on our costs this summer.

Please help now while your gift can be DOUBLED!

  Last April, 1,000 board feet of lumber cost $202.  This year, 1,000 board feet costs $353 … 
Can you help us cover these extra costs?

  DOUBLE YOUR GIFT 

Please be praying for the families and community of Montcoal, WV, where 29 miners died and two others were injured in the 
nation’s worst mine accident in 40 years. This mine is located just 20 minutes away from one of ASP’s summer service centers and 
we will no doubt be serving families who were deeply affected by this tragedy.

What’s Inside...
Stories from Appalachia   pages 2 – 3

Honor/Memorial Gifts   page 4
Upcoming Events   page 4
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The Front Porch

I’d heard so much about ASP from our church, which 
has been taking youth groups since I was born 14 
years ago! I was very excited to be old enough to go 
this year.

	 We served in Breathitt County, KY at a home 
where the floors were falling through. But before the 
floors could be fixed, foundation repairs had to be 
made — so that’s what we got started on in Week 1.

	 This was hard since there was a well and a natural 
spring under the house, so when we dug the holes for 
the piers they immediately filled up with water. I laid 
on the dirt to scoop out the water with a can and put 
it in a bucket above me. The stronger people on our 
team did the digging and heavy carrying as buckets of 
mud and water were removed and dumped outside. 

	 Mr. Ronnie and his wife lived here with three of 
their grandchildren — 2 in elementary school and one 
in middle school. It’s different when you come to ASP 
and actually do the work — rather than just hear the 
stories about it. You realize what a huge impact it has 
on the family and on yourself too. 

	

	 I gave a gift to our youth 
director for whatever was needed 
and she gave it to ASP while we 
were there. I have been given so 
much and yet other people need it 
so much more than I do. I can’t wait 
to come back to ASP … everything 
you do here really helps! @

After many years as a Kentucky coal miner, Johnny Jessup 
still wakes up around 4 a.m. “I worked in the mines all my 
life — since I was 8 years old,” he noted. “Our families 
needed the income, so the ones who worked didn’t go to 
school. I’ve never known anything else.”

	 Johnny retired in 1987 — with black lung, a leaky 
heart valve, and enough back pay to build the house ASP 
worked on last summer. His income supports Johnny and 
the three grandchildren — Nicholas, 8; Holly, 12; and 
Jesse, 14 — the courts awarded him when his son and 
daughter-in-law could no longer take care of them.

	 In the spring of last year, Johnny woke up to a 
chimney fire that had already destroyed most of his 
roof. Damage to the electrical wiring warranted the fire 
department taking the electric meter. And then there was 
smoke damage too.

	 “Ain’t no way a broke man could pay someone to fix 
this,” Johnny said. “You already owe your paycheck. It 
ain’t enough to live on, but it’s enough to get by.”

	 “The Man Upstairs sure can work miracles, can’t He? 

He showed the light in 
what looked completely 
dark to me. It was the 
fire that put me in this 
position. I was forced 
to turn to ASP ‘cause 
I didn’t have nowhere 
else to go. Without 
you, I’d have been out period.” And so would his young 
grandchildren.

	 Soon ASP was re-roofing his home, replacing 
linoleum damaged by cinders and smoke, repainting the 
ceiling, and more. 

	 “When the work crews came I tried to make them 
welcome,” he said. “I said: ‘This is your house. Work 
to suit yourself. Do things how you feel and think they 
ought to be done—and I appreciate you coming.’” The 
grandchildren visited while the work was being done and 
got to meet many of the volunteers. But the best part, 
they said, was coming back home to stay! @
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Betty & Jim Johnson — and their two grandchildren — live on his 
family property with 14 other family members! Jake & Hannah both 
have ASD (Atrial Septal Defect) — a genetic defect that causes a hole 
in the heart. If mended during 
childhood, the prognosis is 
usually good and Jake who is 5 
has already had this surgery. Now 
Hannah (2 years old) needs it.  

	 ASP helped this family stay 
together by building a room 
addition so that Hannah, her 
mom and Jake can have separate 
rooms. We also insulated, put 
in new floors and replaced the 
electrical wiring to make their 
home warmer, safer and drier! 
They spent 10 days this past 
winter in freezing temperatures 
with no power …

Above:  The chimney fire at Johnny Jackson’s 
home destroyed the roof and electrical wiring

Right:  Johnny, his 3 grandchildren, and the 
ASP volunteers who worked on his home

“It’s such a treasure 
to have a house 
that I’m not 
ashamed to be 
in… I’m so excited 
— we have NEVER 
had a bathroom 
and running water.”

— Rachel, Rose Hill, VA

Sarah Lawrence: First-Time Volunteer 
St Luke’s United Methodist Church, Memphis, TN

Ten Days, Freezing Temps, No Power...

ASP’s Cup of 
Cold Water Fund 
covers emergency 
plumbing, septic and 
electrical projects — 
to fully fund all 2010 
project requests, 
we will need at least 
another $65,000!  

The Man Upstairs sure can work miracles!
by Josh Bam, ASP Staff Writer

Sarah’s youth director, Beth Ryan:
Sarah is a saver and giver. She’s good at 
seeing a need and making something 
happen. It’s one of her many spiritual 
gifts. When I gave her gift to ASP, I 
requested that it be used on the home 
where Sarah was working so she could be 
part of putting her gift to work!

Betty Johnson with her grandchildren



Honor Gifts
In Honor Of / By

All the ASP volunteers
	 Rev. Pattie Fenski
Sarah Andrews
	 Rotary Club of Oberlin
Michele Banner
	 John Whitmore
Bill and Laura Bartnicki
	 Neil Amedeo
Laura Bartnicki
	 Michelle Lambert
JoLayne Berry
	 Suzanne Yoh
Brian and Jennifer’s Home
	 Carly Hampton
Grace Ann Brooks
	 Lauren Brooks
Ann F Brown
	 Charles & Voncelia 	
	     Brown
John Broyles
	 Charlie Lou Broyles
Anthony & Tina Cafiero
	 Brian Chisholm
Grant & Susan Carpenter
	 Charlie Lou Broyles
Dr. Mike Cash
	 David Triemer
Thomas Conling
	 Rotary Club of Oberlin

Leonard Draper
	 Employees of Leonard 	
	     Cabinet Co.
Brynn Dunlap & 
Todd Rinehart
	 Michael Cortez
Wendy Holden
	 Michele Jagodzinski
Brynn Huffman
	 Bruce Gray
Megan Abe Hunfendick
	 Kristal Lamb
Isle of Hope UMC Youth
	 Dr. & Mrs. James Trice Jr.
John Juech
	 Harry & Beverly Juech
Noel & Rose Ann Kirk
	 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Cook
Jerry & Carole Kosik
	 Julayne Johnson
Ruth & Frank LaRock
	 Kristie Farris
Ann Rayson
	 Barbara Rayson
Lindsey Rhodes
	 Lee Ann Hollowell
Marina B Rios
	 Sylvia Delarosa
Jim & Joyce Rollins
	 Rollins Rentals Inc.
Paul & Denise Stefancyk
	 Brian Chisholm

Ben Thoma
	 Ron, Mary, Aimee 
	     & Erin Cooper
	 Jason Greene
	 David & Pamela Thoma
A.G. & Bambi Willis
	 Susan Ross
Colt Wisniowski
	 Lynn Barnes
			 

Memorial Gifts
In Memory Of / By

Bruce Abe
	 Kristal Lamb
Mildred L Bowman
	 Elizabeth Bowman
Mark Cross
	 Katherine & Charles 	
	     Cross
Norma Dean
	 John Pepper
Clovie M Ellenburg
	 Rebecca Floor
David Engelman
	 Bill & Earlyne Seaver
Lois Grishkin
	 Brent Grishkin
Joan Hanlon
	 Peter Hanlon
Edward Kalansky
	 Mary Kalansky
Anne M Keller
	 Richard J Keller

Stella Kruze
	 Mike McKee
Lex W Lucas
	 Don Lucas
Jessica Moeller
	 Creston, IA ASP
Juanita Morgan
	 Marshall & Kathleen 	
	     Morgan
Len Morgan
	 Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Moore
	 Bill & Earlyne Seaver
Jimmy Nix
	 Ted & Charlotte Barnett
Raini
	 John & Cheryl Ziebarth
Anthony Salamove
	 Peter Hanlon
Veronica Deitz Smith
	 Virginia Quinn
Rev. Roy Turner
	 Henry & Barbara 	 	
	     Lauderdale
David Viens
	 Elaine, Carolyn & 
	     Brian Viens
Trudy Woody
	 William Woody
Judy Wright
	 Bill Wright
Warren & Clara Yeich
	 Carol Eckert

We gratefully acknowledge the following friends of ASP who have offered 
gifts  from January 25 through April 20, 2010, to honor someone special 

or as tributes to loved ones who have passed on.

Mark your calendar for these Events/Specialty Weekends

Women’s Weekend
November 11 – 14, 2010
Jonesville, VA
$160 per person

Social Justice Weekend 
January 13 – 16, 2011
Chavies, KY
$160 per person

Call our Volunteer Department at 423.854.8800 if you want to participate in one of these weekends.

4523 Bristol Highway
Johnson City, TN 37601

Phone: 423.854.8800
Fax: 423.854.9771

www.ASPhome.org

Appalachia Service Project 
is a Christian ministry, 

open to all people, that 
fosters human development 
by addressing the housing 

needs of Central Appalachia.

Susan Crow
President & CEO

Lyssa Hunter Perry
Editor

director@ASPhome.org
volunteers@ASPhome.org
donations@ASPhome.org
operations@ASPhome.org

Housing Services Centers

Chavies
PO Box 324, Chavies, KY 41727

606.439.0906
chavies@ASPhome.org

Guyan Valley
PO Box 455, Brenton, WV 24818

304.732.7621
guyanvalley@ASPhome.org

Jonesville
PO Box 250, Jonesville, VA 24263

276.346.3377
jonesville@ASPhome.org

©2010 Appalachia Service Project, Inc.

New and expanded ASP 
merchandise is available 
on our website — visit 
www.ASPstore.org 
and check out our new 
toolbags, bible covers, 
hoodies, knit hats and 
much more! There will 
be limited availability at 
Summer centers, so shop 
online now!
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DOUBLE MY GIFT  SUMMER 2010

4523 Bristol Hwy.
Johnson City, TN  
37601-2937

YES, Susan — I will do my part to help more struggling families during these hard times. Here is my most generous gift to be DOUBLED by the matching grant:  

� I’d like to receive information about Appalachia Service Project by e-mail.  
My e-mail address is (please print):____________________@____________________

� I’d like to join the Carpenter’s Club and 
give $_____ monthly

� I’d like to become an ASP Ambassador 
and share ASP with my church /community

� Please contact me about volunteer service: 
� year-round    � summer

� $75 (worth $150)    � $50 (worth $100)    
� $100 (worth $200)    � $______  (worth DOUBLE)            
� Here is my monthly CARPENTER CLUB gift of $_______  

� Please bill my credit card. (see reverse)             source code

Mr. & Mrs. John Landers
4250 W. Grove Road
Johnson City, TN  37601

DOUBLE MY GIFT  for  SUMMER 2010

 Or if you’d like to give by credit card online, you can go directly to: www.ASPhome.org/give

Please use this 
form to help 
today…

Please join us in the RACE TO SERVE as many families as possible in Summer 2010 
— while your gift can be DOUBLED!


